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Damascus 


DAMASCUS (DIMESHK): The Turks interned enemy aliens in this city during the Great War. At the 
beginning of the war, the VIII Army Corps headquarters were located in Damascus. This urban center was 
located in the Vilayet of Damascus in western Syria. It lay on the Barada River, west of the Anti-Lebanon 
Mountains and the Syrian Desert to the east. In December 1914, the Turkish government first interned 
British, Indian, and Maltese civilians in Damascus. Many of these civilians departed the city in April 1915 for 
internment in other Turkish prison camps. Damascus also served as a transit camp for Armenian civilians in 
the Spring and Summer of 1915 headed for internment in Hauran. Hundreds of Armenians died every day in 
Damascus as a result of exhaustion and starvatioin. Australian and Arab forces captured Damascus in early 
October 1918. 
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